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ooh They travel three or four days to reach their

lifeline.

Ethiopia is a land of drought and famine that

affects millions of people in a crescent belt

that stretches from Northeast to Southwest.

In southern Ethiopia thousands are kept alive by

emergency food lifts organized by the government.

The supply of fresh water is poured into buckets,

pots, Jars - any kind of container - that will

keep thirst at bay for a while longer.
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But stop-gap measures, to meet each new crisis,

never succeed against the likes of drought and

famine.

CRATERS IN THE
GROUND

These craters are not the work of erosion.  They

are dried-up water holes in a dried-up water basin.
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In a few days time this water hole will also be

dry and a new one must then be found and dug

by hand.
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However, by bringing water to arid areas, there

is the potential for turning the situation around.
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The objective is to provide safe water for some

650 thousand people through a piped water system.

Hopefully, the beginning of a solution to Ethiopia's

parched land.
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KIDS  RUNNING   INTO
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The Government has already shown its will and

capabilityto cope with the dislocation of people

forced from their homes by recurring drought.

Three quarters of a million people have been moved

to new sJettlements in more fertile areas.
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The transformation of landscape that comes

with proximity to water is dramatic and obvious.
J

The change in people is, however, no less marked.
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With vitality restored and self-reliance regained,

their life has taken on a new sense of purpose.

But the happy image may be short-lived.

This picture says it all - parched maize, cloudless

sky - and an endless drought that, even now,

encroaches on the new settlements.

Activity has wound down to an eerie silence.

Community health centres have been established so

as to provide basic primary health standards.

For the first time children will have proper health

care including immunization against killer diseases.

The task for Ethiopia is immense.  The number of

refugees continues to rise.  There are 19 thousand

in this one camp alone.  They've been there for
J

years and with little hope for a permanent

solution.

l..o



_

165 CROWD SCENE }ÿat is needed is a determined and effective

commitment that goes beyond an emergency

relief programme.

FACES Each person must have the opportunity to realize

his or her potential as a human being.

Surviving the ordeal of famine and drought is the

first step.
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